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Councillor T. Schofield, Deputy Leader and Executive 
Member for Finance, introduced the latest version of the 
Council’s Capital Investment Strategy. It was noted that the 
Strategy formed a key part of the Council’s governance 
arrangements and provided a mechanism by which 
investment and financing plans could be prioritised. 

Councillor Schofield explained that the Strategy was 
intended to be an integral part of the Council’s Policy 
Framework and would ensure capital decisions took account 
of stewardship, value for money, prudence, sustainability and 
affordability.  

In response to questions it was explained that: 

- An outline Strategy had previously been approved by the 
Executive at the start of the financial year.  

- The updated version, set out in Annex 1 to the report 
presented to the Executive, reflected the outcome of 
excellent work that had been carried out over recent 
months to further develop the Council approach to capital 
investment. It was highlighted that this had been 
overseen by the new Commercial Ventures Executive 
Sub-Committee and Officer Board.  

- The Strategy would be integral to service and financial 
planning and should be read in conjunction with the 
Corporate Plan, and supporting strategies, the 
Commercial Investment Strategy, Capital Programme, 
Medium Term Financial Plan, Treasury Management 
Strategy Statement and Asset Management Plan.   

It was noted that the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had 
considered the Capital Investment Strategy 2019/20 on 19 
September 2019.  

The Leader of the Council thanked the Committee for its 
questions and highlighted that a number of observations had 
been circulated to the Executive by the Chair of the Overview 
and Scrutiny Committee ahead of the meeting. This included 
feedback and questions on a variety of matters, including: the 
work plan and next steps; issues being considered by the 
Commercial Ventures Executive Sub-Committee; progress in 
relation to investments in property and capital scheme 
developments over the last five years; capacity issues / gaps 
in permanent staff across the property team; options in 
relation to the purchase of shares and the provision of loans. 
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The input from the Committee was welcomed and it was 
noted that these observations had been fully captured in the 
minutes from the meeting.    

RECOMMENDED that the Capital Investment Strategy 
2019/20 be approved.  

Reason for decision: To support the adoption of a Capital 
Investment Strategy for the 2019/20 financial period.  

Alternative options:  To either defer the report and ask 
Officers to provide more information and/or clarification on 
any specific points or to not support the contents of the report. 
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DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PLAN (2019-2027) 
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 Councillor R. Biggs, Executive Member for Planning Policy, 
introduced the report and explained that the Reigate and 
Banstead Development Management Plan (DMP) was the 
second part of the Council’s Local Plan. The Executive was 
informed that the DMP set out detailed development 
management policies and site allocations that were required 
to achieve the development objectives and targets in the 
already adopted Core Strategy. The following points were 
noted:  

- The report presented to the Executive represented the 
culmination of a number of years of preparation, including 
extensive public and stakeholder consultation, joint 
working and public examination by an independent 
Planning Inspector.  

- The Inspector’s Final Report, received in July 2019, 
concluded that, subject to a number of modifications, the 
DMP was legal compliant and sound, and could therefore 
be adopted by the Council. 

- The hard work of all those involved in the process. 

The Executive Member for Planning Policy highlighted that 
the main modifications, which the Inspector had 
recommended as being necessary to make the plan sound, 
were acceptable. In response to questions, it was explained 
that these modifications, which needed to be accepted in 
order to adopt the DMP, had in the main been put forward 
proactively by the Council during the examination process 
and had been subject to public consultation. 

The Executive Member for Planning Policy highlighted that 
adoption of the DMP was an important step and would bring 
significant benefits, including:  

- Replacement of the existing 2015 Borough Local Plan, 
which together with the Core Strategy, would ensure the 
Council had a comprehensive, robust and up to date 
Local Plan.  
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- Reinforcing the Council’s commitments to remaining a 
plan-led authority.  

- The introduction of a range of new policy requirements 
which would support the Council in achieving high quality 
development that would maximise the benefits to local 
residents. 

- Ensuring the Council had a clear strategy to bring forward 
the right development sites, in the right places and at the 
right time in order to meet local needs.  

During the discussion a variety of matters were considered, 
including issues in relation to the accommodation needs of 
Gypsies, travellers, and travelling showpeople; Redhill 
aerodrome; the Inspector’s report into the DMP; the benefits 
of adopting the DMP; superseded policies; policies that 
would be used to assess planning applications for new 
developments; policy designations, including areas where a 
particular approach to new development would be taken; 
issues in relation to site allocations; requirements in relation 
to having an up to date policies map in order to show how 
policies set out in the DMP would apply across the borough; 
and the pressures and challenges associated with 
development.  

In addition, a variety of cross-cutting themes were considered 
in relation to sites, policies and numbers while the role of the 
Development Management Advisory Group (DMAG), 
especially in relation to helping to deliver the vision and 
objectives of the Core Strategy with regards to protecting the 
natural and historic environment, was also considered.    

RECOMMENDED that:  

(i) The Inspector’s Report, set out at Appendix 1 to 
the report presented to the Executive, be noted 
and the Development Management Plan 
(Appendix 2) incorporating the main modifications 
recommended by the Inspector and additional 
modifications (Appendix 3), be adopted with 
immediate effect.  

(ii) The ‘saved’ (i.e. those not already withdrawn) 
policies of the Reigate and Banstead Borough 
Local Plan 2005 and policy CS15 of the Core 
Strategy 2014 specified as superseded in Annex 2 
of the Development Management Plan be 
withdrawn with immediate effect.  

RESOLVED that: 

(i) The Reigate and Banstead Policies Map be updated 
to reflect the policies, allocations and designations of 
the Development Management Plan in line with the 
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maps set out in Appendix 4 to the report presented to 
the Executive.  

(ii) The Head of Planning be authorised, in consultation 
with the Portfolio Holder for Planning Policy, to make 
any necessary additional modifications to the 
Development Management Plan and Policies Map to 
ensure factual accuracy and clarity prior to 
adoption/publication.  

Reason for decision: The Development Management Plan 
is an important part of ensuring the borough has an up-to-
date Local Plan. Adopting the DMP ensures the Council has 
up to date policies for determining planning applications and 
provides certainty for residents, developers and other local 
stakeholders as to the type of development that will and will 
not be acceptable across the borough. 

Alternative options: To not approve the adoption of the 
Development Management Plan. Adopting the DMP without 
incorporating all of the Main Modifications set out in the 
Inspector’s report, or with alternative Main Modifications, is 
not an option. This is because Section 23 (3) and (4) of the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 dictates that, 
where the appointed Inspector recommends Main 
Modifications, the Council must only adopt the document with 
these Main Modifications incorporated. 

 

 
 


